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1. Does the writer follow through on the requirements of the writing by showing careful 

attention to the writing process in the forms of pre-writing, drafting, significant revision, 

and proofreading? 

 ___ Exceptional  ___  Above average ___  Average  ___ Below Average   __ Unsatisfactory 

2. Does the writer follow through on the requirements of the writing assignment and 

achieve the purpose of the essay as defined by the assigned genre? 

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

3. Does the writer define an appropriate audience for the essay and then meet the needs of 

the audience, striking the right tone and attitude toward the audience? 

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

4. Does the writer adequately develop ideas through the specific use of details and by constructing 

carefully  organized ideas, paragraphs, and sentences?  

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

5. Does the writer avoid grammatical and mechanical errors that detract from the essay’s 

message, and write in a prose style appropriate to first-year college writing? 

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

An unsatisfactory in any one of the areas above results in a failed portfolio.  

 Grade: ________ 

A Perfectly Normal Shelter

The homeless deserve to lie on the streets with no food, money, clothes, or companions.  All of them are dirty, have an awful smell, and have the right to be ignored when someone walks by them.  I have to admit that I was one of those people who gave absolutely no sense of sympathy to them and never dropped a single penny in the cup they were holding in front of them.  I would just walk right by them thinking what they could have done to get in that situation.  It was not until I went to a place called “The Shelter” that I actually realized that the homeless are people too.  As I talked more and more to these individuals, my mind quickly did a 180 degree spin from my previous thoughts.  After a couple of words were spoken between a homeless man and me, it was then and there that I realized that talking to a homeless man was no different than having a conversation with my friend.  These people are normal human beings and The Shelter exposes their inner-self in which you realize that you should appreciate your surroundings, especially if you have the easy way out. 


The Shelter is located in Queens, New York, not too far from St. Johns University, as it is located on the corner of Union Turnpike and Parsons Boulevard.  It is actually part of the St. Nicholas Church organization and is located behind that very same church.  You would not be able to notice it even if you were standing right in front of it and it actually looks like a deserted Church with a mediocre sized parking lot.  While you envision this dark, deserted, empty parking lot, with torn down basketball nets, there is actually this bright light that shines for the unfortunate.  The Shelter is where the homeless have a place to stay, which is provided with enough beds for the people, mostly males.  Wendy, one of the main workers at The Shelter, explains, “The Shelter gives opportunities for the homeless to have a place to stay at after work.  It lets them get their mind off of things when they come here and lets them sort of relax in a family environment.”  The Shelter is also equipped with a refrigerator, sink, bathroom, and a shower.  The dimensions of the whole space given are probably no bigger than half of a tennis court.  Although the dimensions do not sound ideal, the people at The Shelter welcome it as if it were their own house.


What is most special about The Shelter is not the beds or the ones supplying the bed sheets, food, etc, but instead, it is the homeless people that walk into the place at around 8:00 p.m.  You might look at these individuals a little bit differently, but you would be surprised on how much they are just like the person you walk next to on a daily basis.  They have normal characteristics and personalities just like you but without a home.  All of these people have nowhere to go to after work so they rely on The Shelter to bring them their needs.  As the bus dropped these people off in front of The Shelter, I sort of got this anxious feeling on how I should act, and what my first impression of them was going to be.    The closest thing I have been to a homeless shelter was a Nursing home down in Virginia.  Surprisingly, right when they entered the room, their faces lit up and a big smile was the only thing I saw on every single one of them.  The anxious feeling immediately disappeared.  There are about 9 of them as all of these individuals are men and their age ranging from 60 to 75 years old.  They all walked by and shook our hand, and they all greeted me like I was one of their own.  Their bright light immediately shined on everyone else in the room. Their vibe was very contagious.  I quickly grasped it and a smile started to form and it didn’t disappear.  


The people that usually provide the food are the young, student athletes from St. Johns ranging from 18 to 21 years old.  As athletes on the Men’s Soccer Team, a couple of us would make trips to The Shelter and help out with the people who are in charge of this organization.  Unfortunately the only trip I was able to make to The Shelter was the week after Thanksgiving.  The athletes would usually make dinner for them which usually consisted of anything from pasta to meatloaf, and maybe get some dessert like Tierra Misu, if they got lucky.  Once they got settled in, the food was directly served to them by the players as they were very appreciative of that.  It reminded me of the Thanksgiving dinner I had with my family not long before this.  It just seemed like they were one big family.  They all got along and were talking with one another along with the soccer players.  For them, this was their family.  As dinner was served, you really could not tell that these people had no home.  All that you could see was a group of elderly men talking, laughing, and showing no sign of hardships they have been through.  


After dinner was served, some of the athletes would wash the dishes and utensils as the others would provide desert.  Some would skip the dessert as they would go to bed after a long day of work.  Some would gratefully take the desert and talk to you about their past experiences.  At my short tenure there, one old man around in his seventies could not find himself not talking.  He was talking about random things, but when all the other homeless men went to bed, he then gathered us athletes and told a story that really was something worth remembering.  It must have been around 7 of the soccer players gathered around the table where they ate dinner at just listening to his life with much detail.  He explained that he watched his younger sister get shot by a cop for no reason.  He went on saying that he then shot the very same cop 5 times until he breathed no more.  He explained that at that time period, there had been hardships for African Americans.  The old man went on saying that the cop had been in the KKK.  But this homeless man ended up in court of murdering the cop; the judge did not believe one word that came out of his mouth so he ended up in jail for 57 years.  That pretty much ruined his life and his opportunity to find a job which resulted in him being where he is today.  It is just amazing the courage he actually showed and telling his whole life story in about a two hour span.  It made us soccer players realize that not only had that old man gone through hardships, but everyone else in The Shelter has had similar stories of hardships that a lot of us do not understand. 

 I recently asked one of my soccer teammates that I live with, Nelson Becerra, how he felt about going to the shelter.  He replied, “I think that you really don’t realize it is a special place until you go there.  You might hesitate to go to The Shelter thinking it might just be like a nursing home or something like that, but once you go there, you realize how lucky you are to be where you are today.”  I believe that many of us that went there had the same feelings as Nelson. 

 The Shelter is where these homeless people could have an opportunity to find joy and get their mind off the negativity that revolves around them.  It taught me not to ignore these struggling human beings wrapped in their blankets in the streets.  The Shelter made me realize the hardships the homeless must have gone through throughout the course of a short lifetime.  After talking with these special individuals at The Shelter, I gained more appreciation with everything that was given to me.  It reminded me to appreciate things like the clothes on my back, the food I can buy anytime, and people who love me the most, my family.  Even though I would not want to be in their position, I just have the most respect for them as they had enough integrity and courage to talk to us individuals about the struggles in their life.  If you see these people as a piece of garbage on the streets, maybe you should pay a visit to The Shelter because you will learn something that will stick with you for a lifetime. 
Exceeding a Professionals Standards 


It is typical to think that a movie about a hit-man would be considered to be action-packed, blood-wrenching, multiple murdering, and somewhat brutal.  But in the movie Leon: The Professional, that is not the case.  In matter of fact, there are a couple of reasons why this film may be better than a straight up action film.  The movie is unique in the sense that it concentrates more on the fact that the story development comes from the characters themselves.  Natalie Portman, Jean Reno, and Gary Oldman star in this emotional movie produced by Luc Besson.  The cast really does a near flawless job as this film could be considered a classic.  


This film happens to be Natalie Portman’s first role in a movie, as she portrays a young, misbehaved 12 year old girl named Mathilda.  She really does get into her character role which really may have jumpstarted her career.  Actually, this may have been the highlight of her career, as the Star Wars series was the only real well known film from her as of late.  Jean Reno plays a man in his forties named Leon, and his occupation is a hit-man, or in another words, an assassin.  He also played roles in the film Mission Impossible, The Da Vinci Code, and many other French films.  In Leon, a versatile and a professional assassin, there is oddly enough some kind of innocence to him.  In addition, his French accent totally fits into character.  He comes into conflict with a man named Norman Stansfield played by Gary Oldman.  Oldman plays a corrupt, drug-addicted DEA officer who is also a murderer.  


The beginning of the movie immediately hits some kind of uniqueness.  It starts off with Leon being portrayed as a social outcast who happens to be a hard-nosed killer.  But ironically, it shows him being entertained by a musical.  This shows his softer and innocent side of him.  It sort of hints that his something tragic had happened to him in his background.  There are a couple of scenes following that see’s him as an outcast to the outside society since he is always alone.  Yet alone, his best friend is a plant in which he waters it, cleans it, and lets it out in the sun everyday.  His life is like a machine in that he goes through the same routine daily.   

A very powerful scene is then created when Mathilda is knocking on his door, begging him to let her in after her family had just been killed by Norman Stansfield, the corrupt cop.  Just by the facial expressions shown by Leon, it conveys that this decision could affect his image as a hit-man, or she could die if he didn’t let her in.  His human instincts prevail as he lets her in, which ultimately is the beginning of this unique relationship.  But there could not be a better 1-2 counterpunch.  The two are so opposite that it is perfect.  He is a 40 year old man who kills people for a living, and on the other hand, Mathilda is young, misbehaved, but much more knowledgeable of the world compared to Leon since Leon is not from the U.S.  

The relationship between Leon and Mathilda gets a little bit twisted though, as the story continues.  Mathilda has this growing affection for Leon and admits to him she loves him.  He immediately goes speechless and has a hard time expressing himself.  This may be only one of the few negative parts of the film as it may seem immoral for many people to see a young girl to fall in love with an old man who easily could be seen as her father.  The minds of people watching this film may drift a little bit thinking that he too loves her in a sexual way.  But, that is not the case.  Although it is not clearly explained, it just seems that Leon’s moral conduct is too strict for him to fall in love with Mathilda in that kind of way.    But, Leon does do a good job on being a father-figure for Mathilda in which it seems that Mathilda feels more comfortable with Leon instead of her real father since she did reveal that the only one she cared about in her family was her little brother.  

  As the movie goes along, there is a scene that shows Mathilda in the same bed as Leon, it is supposed to seem like they have some sexual thing going on, but really, it is not.  It just wants to show how their relationship had grown over their time together.  Even at the beginning of the movie, Leon contemplated whether or not the shoot her and kill her himself, but he instead puts her life ahead of his.  He would do anything to protect her and it comes to a point that his first priority is Mathilda’s life.  The scene when they are in bed, symbolizes the change Leon has experienced.  He went from this lonesome outsider to a happy, caring individual.  Mathilda forces Leon to express his himself to society as he introduced to the normal, human world.  The movie could have done a better job on clearing Leon’s role in taking care of Mathilda instead of the viewers creating their own illusion between the two. 


In the middle of the film, a part of the movie that seems unnecessary is when Leon teaches Mathilda how to “clean”, in other terms, becoming an assassin.  That part really does not need to be included since she does not kill anybody.  Although Leon allows an outsider into his own life and trusts that she can accept him as who he is, there is just no trust factor issue since she already accepts him when she walks into his apartment and when she finds out what Leon does for a living earlier in the movie.  She actually finds it fascinating and “cool” when she finds the guns.  And it does seem kind of disturbing to point a gun and zoom in on an innocent person especially by a little girl.  Although the gun was fake, the story would have flowed just as nicely without that part.  

Towards the end of the movie is where the biggest action scene takes place.  Leon initially had nothing to do with Norman Stansfield.  But when Stansfield realized he had not killed everyone in Mathilda’s family in the beginning of the film, he goes on this psychotic rampage looking for her throughout the movie, and Leon is basically forced upon the responsibility to protect her.  The action is created when Stanfield finally gets his hands on Mathilda near Leon’s apartment.  Leon eventually wins Mathilda back from the police, but not without a scuffle, and taking a police officer as hostage.  The action that takes place in this scene is pretty intense, but this is where the audience will see the skill and expertise of Leon.  The way he maneuvers his way to avoid getting shot is somewhat intelligent and eye-catching.  He eventually forces her down the air conditioning vent while holding the policeman hostage, allowing her to survive.  The apartment is then torn apart by huge explosion.    

It seems that the relationship and bond between Leon and Mathilda has ended.  But, right when you think he hadn’t survived, he escapes the fallen debris and disguises himself as a DEA officer.  With a glimmer of hope of the two being reunited, Stansfield locates Leon and shoots him in the head from behind.  The camera view of Leon falling down after getting shot was dramatic and different, in the sense that it shows Leon’s point of view.  While it seems like Leon is walking towards freedom, all of the sudden his head moves side to side while falling down telling the audience he had been shot.  Although Leon is shot, Stansfield removes something from Leon’s hand.  Stansfield opens his hand and sees a grenade clip.  He then zips down Leon’s jacket and finds a strap of grenades attached to Leon.  Then, the whole place is obliterated.  Leon killing Stansfield and the words that are spoken at the end really symbolized the revenge Mathilda had for Stansfield.  Overall, the last action scene was very necessary.  

What makes this film so different from other action films is the way the characters create the action.  There is not one part in the movie where the action comes to the characters, the character create the action, which is not the case in most action films.  Leon and Mathilda changed one another for the good which makes this film so special.  The tension created within these two characters is really truly felt to the viewers.  The film was only appropriate to see Leon die and watch Mathilda be released to society with the new lessons learned.  Mathilda finally finds a new home in her old school, as she plants the roots of Leon close to her.  With that said, the character of Mathilda would have not had such a strong impact in the movie if it weren’t for the acting of Natalie Portman.  Jean Reno also does fabulous acting as he makes the viewers understand the character from the very beginning.  The relationship between these two seem like there couldn’t have been a better couple on playing those characters.  With such a unique relationship created in an unlikely situation, it really sets this movie apart from other action films.  
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