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The first day of class seems like a lifetime ago.  I still remember on that first day, I struggled to write one page on some article.  I believe I have come a long way from that time.  To be honest, I dreaded writing.  I disliked any kinds of writing, from essays, to terms papers, and even thank you letters.  But after this class I realized how important writing will be throughout my life, and even so, good writing.  The process was stressful, from those 15 pages on invention and research from Unit 1, to trying to get adjusted to writing blogposts after starting the semester on blackboard.  All of it was somewhat despised at some point, but all in all, it certainly did bring the best out of me.  Although my writing is still not as strong as many others, I still think that it has come a long way.  I always believed the saying me teachers and my parents said, that the more writing you do, the better you will become at it.  It was just that I never had the mindset to actually write everyday or every other day.  Fortunately this class forced me to write daily and did allow me to follow that concept that I never actually took action in.  This whole process made me realize how that a process is what makes your writing better although it is difficult at times. 

Unit 1 was the beginning of this long process.  The theme of Unit 1 was to write about a personal experience.  The class started out reading four different essays from 4 different writers about the experiences they had.  I remember that the essay I felt was going to be most related to my paper was the one written by Braigg.  His essay allowed me to sort of brainstorm some of his details and interpret them into my paper.  His detail was descriptive and I tried to use his writings as a little something to help me with my paper.  Well before writing the actual paper, the only thing that will stick in my mind for every time I write, was the 15 page invention and research paper.  Come to think about it now, that was harder than writing the actual paper and revision.  It was so tedious and difficult to come up with 15 pages of unnecessary detail in which you already knew what you were going to write about.  It was one of the worst experiences I had in this class, but I have to admit, that it did help me write this paper.  When writing this paper, I thought it was going to be simple since I had already written this story before in middle school and high school.  But, was I ever so wrong.  The discovery draft was fairly simple and easy and I believed that only a few changes were to be needed.  Everything changed when it came to the next draft.  The teachers comments seemed like I had to rewrite the whole paper again and the peer revision made it seem like my paper didn’t sound as good as the others.  That was really hard for me, but I eventually grew out of that phase realizing that revising is really not that difficult, it just takes time.  This is when I learned that going through multiple revisions really filters out the unnecessary parts and mistakes, and makes the paper stronger.  

Luckily for Unit 2, I did not have to write a 15 page invention and research.  That was good news to hear, but when I read about the topic we had to write about it, my mind immediately went to a stall.  This was not like the first essay where ideas were popping out of nowhere, but instead I struggled to find a topic to write about.  The theme of this unit was to write this research article on something.  I only came up with a few ideas on my inventions work.  Fortunately, the writings that were put up on our blog page really did come in handy this time around.  It really got me to come up with ideas I could write about and the same time, get some other reliable sources, like interviewing other people.  My topic ended up being about The Shelter and the homeless people.  The first draft only ended up being around 1000 words as I struggled to come up with detail.  But, for my next draft I gathered some more information from my teammates, and people that knew information about it.  I ended up ending more detail.  For my third draft I really changed up the order of my paper.  Before the changes, it sounded too much like a story that would come out of a book.  It flowed too smoothly which might have been the problem.  I had to change up the order to make it more interesting.  The writing center really helped me again as my tutor helped me come up with ideas to change up my essay a little bit and add a little more spice to it.  I did not find the peer review session very helpful this time.  I don’t know why, but this time I could not find their advice make their way into my paper.  To say the least, I do not think I did a very good job responding to their papers because I just felt that there was not enough information given to respond to except for adding more detail to it.  The teacher’s draft I felt like was my best draft as it is supposed to be.  I really listened to the comments about the changes needed to be made, and I used does comments to help me revise my paper.  


Unit 3 at first seemed like an impossible task to cover.  It was asking us to write a critical review on a particular subject.  We started out reading critical review before watching the films “Good Night, Good Luck”, and “There Will Be Blood.”  It was confusing reading the review first, but once I saw the movies in class, the reading became much more clear and understandable.  That made the transition to my paper much easier to write.  I actually had the most fun writing this paper since I was reviewing my favorite movie, but it was hard to take in the facts that no matter what, comparing it to another review made my paper look amateurish.  I tried to take in the reviews about my particular topic and use them into my paper without sounding the same.  After finishing the first draft, for some reason I felt that there could not be a lot of changes that needed to be made for my next draft.  Again, that all changed when I received the teachers comments.  But overall, it makes my paper a lot more readable and organized.  Without revising, my paper would have not survived the grading system.  

I would say the most important thing I learned from this class was revising.  I never really believed in revising.  When I did revise, there was only one revision.  But I realized that the more I revised, the more my paper sounded better.  It is a process where it can become boring at times, but it is a big help for writing your next draft.  I also never really looked into what others had to say about my papers until this class.  I found it very helpful to take advice from the teacher and the students as well.  It became a nice mixture of comments and advice on what to change for my next drafts.  Although, I probably still won’t enjoy writing, I know what to do now and will be well aware on what I have to do to write a stronger paper.   

